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"From the day | met him, Nick was talking about the Marines," said Kim
Szymkowiak, his guidance counselor at Wheaton North. "He was very
passionate about it. He never once faltered on it. He felt like that's where he
belonged."

The family has a history of military service.

O'Sullivan served as a U.S. Army medic during World War Il. Cpl. Larson's
father, David Larson, served in the U.S. Navy.

A former teacher said Cpl. Larson visited Wheaton North after joining the military
and had accepted the fact that he likely would see combat in Iraq.

"He knew it was part of the process, part of his duties," said Jason Stipp, who
taught Cpl. Larson during his senior year.

"He had his vision, and he was going to follow it," Stipp said. "He was very
focused on his goals."

During a Veterans Day assembly at the school Thursday, the 2,200 students and
faculty observed a moment of silence to honor the teen's sacrifice.

Family has few details of death

O'Sullivan e-mailed his grandson in Iraq a little more than a week ago to
congratulate him on his recent promotion to lance corporal. In a return e-mail,
the Marine was "very upbeat,” his grandfather said.

"He said he was OK and not to worry," O'Sullivan said.

Cpl. Larson's family was notified late Tuesday he had been killed, but O'Sullivan
said relatives still had few details about his death.

On Thursday, a red Marine Corps flag hung from one corner of the family's front
porch and an American flag hung from the other end.

Relatives and friends stopped by the family home to console Cpl. Larson's
parents, David and Anne, and his 16-year-old sister, Katie.

Funeral services were pending.
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